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CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S MESSAGES
President’s Message Has everybody had enough of this winter – snow, and more snow; cold and colder……. I have heard of several snow blowers that have just worn out. Hopefully there will be no further need. I  am looking forward to not wearing a heavy coat everyday and especially not hearing the most annoying  noise of sand and gravel under my feet.
Spring will soon be here – We All Hope!
Newsletter:  This month’s newsletter has a number of items included: Construction Career Day flier and all pertinent information, an updated membership roster, an invitation to the Big Sisters Abracadabra Ball on March 21st and an invitation to Friends of the Food Bank Event on March 25th. 
Welcome to Virginia DiCritofaro from A.E. Bragger Construction Company in Warwick. 

Block Kids:  Block Kids was a tremendous success. The children participating were from a Youth RAP program, sponsored by Rhode Island Housing, and the surrounding neighborhood in Woonsocket. In total there were 20 participants which included 7 high school kids that did the building just for the fun of it. The projects displayed an aspiration for the future, while others were remarkable in design and concept. 
The winner, Jose, built the Titanic including a flag, life boat and an iceberg. Jose had been looking forward to this contest since he last participated a few years ago and won third place. Second place went to Samantha who wants to be a model and build a fashion stage complete with a railing/barrier to keep out the adoring fans. Jesus gained third place for his depiction of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon. Jose had also build a model of the Hanging Gardens as his social studies project this semester so he knew exactly what they looked like and how to  go about putting his model together. 
Pizza and soda was served while the judges performed their tasks. The judges did an excellent job and were in nearly immediate agreement as to who would take home the prizes. Many thanks to the judges for their time and to those persons who donated goodies for the “goodie bags”. Until next year…………..
WIC WEEK, Women in Construction Week: March 1st – 7th, 2009.
Each year NAWIC members throughout the country reaffirm their commitment to women who work in the construction industry. 
On March 2nd at the monthly chapter meeting, a panel discussion relative “Women on the Board” highlighted the meeting. The panelists included women who have been or are serving on a construction related board – Construction Specification Institute, Tracey Powell, and Maria Smith; National Kitchen and Bath Association, Eastern Massachusetts National Association of Remodelers for the Industry, Peg Seropian; NAWIC, Barbara Hanley; Construction Leadership Council, Kerri Puglia. Unfortunately, the weather and illness took its toll on panelists. Shanna Wells from the RI Commission on Women was the moderator.  
The weather was awful, the discussion was lively and the members were interested.  The topics of discussion included pay equity, balancing home, social and work lives, why seek a position construction board which is generally male dominated, dealing with stress and pressure, experience/integrity and expectations of women and what visions do they feel women have for changes and the future. A number of varied viewpoints were expressed yet all agreed that the construction industry does have a place for women. 
Ms. Wells presented a proclamation from the Governor declaring that March 1 – 7, 2009 be noted as Women in Construction Week.
Girls in Non-Traditional Trades GNTT: This is the second year for the event and is part of this Chapter’s WIC Week program. 
The date is March 28th, at Laborer’s Construction School on Sharpe Drive in Cranston. Hours are 9 am to 3 pm.

Shanna Wells, RI Commission Women, heads the project and has made a number of in roads with several youth programs through out the state. As of last weekend, there were 135 girls registered. 

The event focuses on middle school girls. There will be ten work trade stations and each girl will be free to partake in the activity that garners her interest. As before, the event is FREE and includes lunch. All the girls have to do is preregister and show up. The location is on a bus line which should enable more participants from the Providence, Cranston, Johnston and Warwick areas. The planning committee and anticipates another successful day.
Annual Forum: “Enhancing Ourselves Through Continued Self Improvement” 

May first and second are the dates for the Annual Forum in Worcester. This Forum will be a joint venture with Region 1 ~~ for those of you who are not familiar with the history of Region 14 – Region 14 was once part of Region 1
At the March 2nd meeting, members accepted the recommendation of the Board that full Forum registration will be reimbursed with a written report submitted to the Board within forty five days of the event. 

Registration packages are available now. It is recommended that you make a lodging reservations as soon as you are able due to college events and wedding which is also happening that weekend at the Crowne Plaza.

Worcester is only a 40 minutes ride from Providence. Hopefully, a number of RI chapter members will be able to attend. It is an opportunity not to be missed – nearly location and reimbursement of registration fee with a written report.

Registration forms have been mailed to all members in Region 14. Would it be great to have all Rhode Island members attend – let’s try for 100%!
Nominating Committee: The committee must be in place during March. Helen Bacon has volunteered to be the Board representative. Two chapter members are needed to complete the make up of the committee. As of this date, Helen is still seeking another chapter member to join the nomination committee. Helen can be reached at 727-0323 or helen@hbwelding.necoxmail.com.
Remember, the continuing future of this chapter lies within its membership.

     Maureen J. Myette, RI Chapter President
	2008 ~ 2009
 National Officers

President: Pat Mac Donald, CCA, CIT

President Elect: Robin Meyer, Cit

Vice President: Debbie Gregoire, CIT

Secretary: Judy DeWeese, CIT

Treasurer: Cindy Johnson

Immediate Past President: Tami Taylor, CDT, CIT


	2008 ~ 2009,  No. One of RI, Chapter # 52
Officers: 

President: Maureen J. Myette, Promac, Inc.

Vice President: Vanessa Ferrara, Maron Construction

Treasurer: Diane DeCorte, HB Welding Inc.

Directors:

Nancy C. Murray, Harding & Smith

Helen Bacon, HB Welding Inc

Region 14 Director: Carol P. Henry, CCA

	NOTES OF INTEREST

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS: Happy Birthday to Vanessa Ferrara. Enjoy your special day!!

 Another Grandchild for Jayne Mardo – a boy!  Welcome to the world, Sweet Potato! 

	NOTE: All Board Meetings will be held at 29 New York Avenue, Cumberland on the third Monday of each month unless otherwise noted.

2008 ~ 2009 NAWIC Calendar of Events:

March 2: WIC Week: Women on the Board
March 16: Board Meeting

March 28: Girls in Non Traditional Trades Expo
April 6: RISE Engineering
April 13: Board meeting
April 15:  Rhode Island Building Industry Scholarship Fund Annual Awards, CSI meeting in Warwick (airport)
May 1 & 2:  Annual Forum,  Worcester MA

Joint Forum with Region 1

May 4: Monthly meeting: CAD Competition Awards, Nominations
May 18: Board meeting

June 1: Monthly meeting: Chapter Elections
June 15: Board meeting

July – Anniversary – Vacation
August 3: Monthly meeting: Topic TBD
August 17: Board meeting

August 26 – 29, 2009: Annual Convention:
Phoenix AZ.

September 7: Monthly meeting

September 21: Joint Board meeting

September 30: Annual Membership renewals due

NAWIC Core Values

Believe in ourselves as women. Persevere with the strength of our convictions.

Dare to move into new horizons.

NAWIC Core Purpose

To enhance the success of women construction industry

Visit our website for events, reservations, and membership information at www.nawicri.org

	Standing Committees 
Audit/Budget- Maureen Myette
Block Kids – Chair TBD, P. Agin assist
By-Laws/Parliamentarian – Nancy Murray
CAD – Lindsey Desjarlais
Construction Dictionaries – Direct buy from Arizona NAWIC Chapter
Construction Industry – Joined with ProEd
Dinner/Social – Diane DeCorte, Maureen Myette
Holiday Brunch – Diane DeCorte, Vanessa Ferrara, Linda Hower Bates assist
Membership –  Vanessa Ferrara, 
Newsletter – Maureen Myette
Nominating Committee – Helen Bacon, Board representative 
Professional Education – Chapter Board
Publicity – Deborah Mercure
RIBISF Trustee – Maureen Myette

Sunshine – Lisa Souza
Tradeswomen – TBD
Webmaster – Linda Hower Bates

WIC Week – Chapter Board
Member Companies:
CRM Modular Homes
Dimeo Construction

AON Risk Management
Fleet Construction Company, Inc.
Gilbane Building Company
Harding & Smith

H.B. Welding, Inc.*+
H. V. Collins Company, Inc.
Kenvo Floors Company, Inc.
Maron Construction Company, Inc.

Mastors & Servant, Ltd.

Northern Site Contractors

Promac, Inc.
A.E. Bragger Construction Co.
 (* RI WBE certified, + MA SOMWBA certified )
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